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A Case Study of Chinese Language Curriculum Development in
International Education at the Primary and Lower Secondary:
Development and Analysis of New Curriculum Standards

LAM, Tung Fei YANG, Bao Ling CHEN, Ming Jun

Abstract

This paper is a case study that aims to answer the question of “what to learn” in the
development of Chinese curriculum standards in the context of bilingual international education.
The report shows the method and the process adopted by the case schools to develop school-
based standards from Years 1 to 9 with reference to the International Baccalaureate Primary
and Middle Year Programs as well as the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages. It further analyzes the changes and theoretical basis of the new curriculum standards
in terms of both its learning scope and sequence. It also points out two issues in relation to the
application of the standards to learners of Chinese as an additional language and to the language
needs associated with interdisciplinary learning, which form the basis for future research and

development.
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