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The Formation Path of Chinese Disyllabic Adjectives
DONG Xiufang

Abstract: Disyllabification represents the most significant change in the historical evolution of Chinese vocabulary.
This paper provides a comprehensive overview and summary of the formation pathways of disyllabic adjectives
in Chinese. The majority of disyllabic adjectives are formed through compounding. From the perspectives of
lexicalization and word formation, this paper categorizes and analyzes the formation pathways of the coordinative,
attributive, subject-predicate, and verb-object disyllabic compound adjectives. Lexicalization and word formation
are two major pathways for the emergence of compound words. Some types of compound words initially undergo
a clear process of lexicalization, while others may be direct products of word formation. Although lexicalization
and word formation are distinctly different, there is also a connection between the two. Diachronic processes of
lexicalization can evolve into word formation rules in later stages. A small number of disyllabic adjectives are
formed through derivation or reduplication. This paper also examines these two formation pathways and compares

the distinct characteristics of disyllabic adjectives formed through different methods.
Keywords: adjective; lexicalization; morphology; disyllabification
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